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el From tha report of Q.

Ths beginnine of the war was marked by a serles of Ie:'.pllsin:ﬂs :t‘owas from little
towns in Poland. In Wovember 1914 there werse uum-santmteﬂ. in warsaw 20,000 Jews from
7hirardofe, Plasetolmo. Grodisk, Prughkow and nthalfum_g. In addition to that 800 refu-

.gaus cama from Kielts amd 1500 frﬂ,tmdm- From three to Ifnrt:r eight hours was the tims
granted to them for leaving their homes. They r escapsd half naked snd ]:n.mgr;’with their
ohildren freszing and cold on theSy journey. All of them filled the court of the office
hale.‘L'ng of the Jewish commanity in Warsaw, wes® slseping on the ground with alitile
gtraw as beddine.

This was only the introdaction to the great expulsioms which began in 1916. In April
of the same ysar, when the Bassian front wes broken for mmmy Inmdreds of miles, a migra—
tion began from ths emtire of 3¢ Iitmiania and from the south-west reglons, 1hh/ FbE b
which was scon joinsd by the the stresms of those who were expulsed according to the or-
ders issued by the governmsnt. The entire Jewlsh populatiom from the Kovno, KEurland and
Grodno gubsrnias bagan to move. In hordes they were driven by the negikas of ths Cossacs
or pressad into chosed rallwsy cars , o drivem inta the interior of Hissia. In
thoss olties whara theg arrived thédr places of refuge Wers the night lodgings, the
synagogues and the opsn streets. The terrible snd unssnitary wonditions which were causad
by their um:ingf soon brought about the breaking ocut of epidemios of searlet fevery maasals,
diphtmk\typms, disentary, snd in soms placss, sven cholera. Theghidemics among children
Klled mnir;ﬁa of ohilétsh lives. In some plaoes, like Cheliabinsk, for instance, the
mobtality among children amounted g the swbded arminilation of the entire young genera~
tions Tn Ponsa it was ainumsm thing to see the wagon go around in the morning =mong the
places whare rafugoes Ware soncantrated and load up with the dead bodies of echildrem, who
died the previcus night from cold and Bungers

The work of Jewish self-help began.imong ather social forces which organized

thamselves for this perpose was also the (%8s The society was organiszed in J.g‘ia, and
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the war found ths orsamizotion im thamidst of 1ts preparationa for an extensivay



